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SPRING 2012

The Bird Rescue Center

The Arnold 30th Birthday special edition! 

Who hasn’t looked up to the sky and 
said, “Oh, look, it’s a turkey vulture.”   
You can tell by the big black wings in a 

dihedral, and the red head. Besides, there are often 
a bunch of them circling together.

Hold on a minute. Let’s take a look at just how 
remarkable these big birds are, and give due hom-
age to our very own resident turkey vulture, Arnold, 
who turns 30 this month! Bright red legs match its 
head, which may even be more deeply colored. 
They are an outstanding contrast to the black-
ness of the vulture’s feathers. Did you know that a 
Turkey Vulture (known in avian circles as a TUVU) 
when young has a black head, and its white beak is 
tipped in black? It has to age into maturity, roughly 
3-4 years, to earn its adult colors.

Black wings? Hardly. When a vulture opens its 
wings and sits in the sun, the feathers reflect a 
myriad of hues: brown, purple, blue, green and 
beige. Not black at all, and reflecting quite a large 
color spectrum. And why are the wings so spread 
out in the first place? The most common thought is 
that the vulture is warming itself up in the morning, 
or whenever the sun may come out. Why would 
a TUVU need to warm itself up in the mornings, 
when it has all those feathers to keep warm? The 
turkey vulture is a scavenger, remember. It is not 
always guaranteed a meal. In order for this bird to 
survive from one carcass to the next, it has evolved 
ways to conserve energy. The metabolism of the 
TUVU slows down at night as it lowers its body 
temperature — a drop of up to 6 degrees! No won-
der that we see them in this “heraldic pose,” open 
to all the warmth the sun’s rays may offer.  

While a turkey vulture is in this pose, it is easy to 
see another awesome feature. Look at those wings. 
How large they are! The better to ride the thermals 
with, of course. Ten primaries (as with all birds), 

Arnold the Turkey Vulture is our very oldest 
resident, having been rescued in 1982. He 
was a first-year bird with an impact injury that 
left him unable to lock one wing into a soaring 
position, which prevented his release back 
into the wild. Ever since then he has been one 
of the stars of our Education Program.

Everyone is invited to the Center to enjoy:
n Snacks and beverages
n Tours of the Center’s new Ambassador  
 Compound
n Our 20 resident Ambassadors
n Games and activities for the kids
n Silent auction of original artwork and more!

Arnold is hoping we will serve his favorite, 
Carrion Cake, but otherwise requests no  
presents. However, a generous donation to 
BRC will help ensure an ample supply of  
mousies for Arnie and his many friends.   
See you there! 

many of which are “slotted” like outstretched fin-
gers on a hand. This slotting lets air pass in between 
the primaries, which creates an airfoil and allows 
the bird to soar quite effortlessly with only tiny 
adjustments to its primaries. The less energy used, 
the more saved—another advantage when one is 
reliant on scavenged food. Now look at the rest of 

continues on page 3

Behold: The Turkey Vulture

Celebrating 30 years of 
Arnold! You’re invited!

Also honoring Mela Brasset, long-time volunteer 
and former BRC Raptor Program Coordinator.

Volunteer     
Orientations    
and Trainings
ADULTS 
•	 Sunday	May	20,	 
 11am-1pm 
 Optional Field Rescue  
 Training follows, 1-3pm
JUNIORS [ages 13-17] 
•	 Saturday	May12,	 
 11am-1pm  
 [Parent/guardian must  
 also attend initial session]

All training is provided.  
More	Orientation	dates	 
may be added — call  
the Center or visit  
birdrescuecenter.org 

To pre-register or get  
more information call:  
707/523-2473 [BIRD]

Stay in touch
Join the BRC email list and 
receive periodic news,  
event info, training dates  
and more. Go to: 
BirdRescueCenter.org/join-elist

Like us on  
facebook
Visit on.fb.me/birdrescue  
and keep up on all the latest!  

Sunday April 22 2012   11am – 4pm  
at Bird Rescue Center



Executive Director’s 
Message

Visit  
the   
birds 
The Bird Rescue 
Center is open 
to the public on 
the first Saturday 
and third Sunday 
of every month (excluding major holidays). Come 
by and meet our 20 resident raptors. Field trips to 
the Center are also encouraged. This is a unique op-
portunity to see these beautiful wild birds up close. 
Photography of the birds is permitted outside the 
residents’ compound.

... or our birds can come  
to your event!
Many	of	our	resident	Ambassadors	are	available	for	
classroom visits, public educational events, service 
group presentations, etc.  

Please contact Community Education Coordinator 
Mary	Ellen	Rayner	at	birdresq@gmail.com	for	details.

continues on page 3

Progress continues at the Center as we begin 
the reconstruction of our pre-release conditioning 
aviaries in the Rehabilitation Compound. We are 
very grateful to Nu Forest Products for the dona-
tion of the lumber required. We’ve also recently 
received generous bequests from the estates of 
Ann Baumann and Georgette Skellenger. I am 
continually amazed at the surprises that come 
forward as we embark on another big project.

The mews in the Ambassador Compound are 
complete, and the 20 resident raptors are occupy-
ing their new quarters. Now we are eager to finish 
the landscaping that has already begun with the 
help of Dave Leff of Leff Construction, who built 
the retaining wall next to the outdoor classroom. 
Randy and Gail Cochran of RCX, Inc. leveled the 
area and spread the gravel throughout the rest of 
the compound. Mike Strunk of Park Avenue Sod 
in Sebastopol has donated 510 square feet of sod 
for that corner where we will create a screened-
in weathering station where our birds can safely 
perch in the sun. It took Brad Marsh, Eric Ballinger, 
Bill Bevans and Johann Heinzl swinging pickaxes 
in order to break up the hardpan soil in prepara-
tion for the sod! Kathleen Stewart, Gloria Heinzl, 
Michelle Lanting and Andreas Christensen are 
the Center’s “master gardeners,” taking care of all 
the planting and rock collecting! Fred Peterson 
of Peterson Winery in Healdsburg gave us 22 wine 
barrel halves that allowed us to create a wall of 
barrels and plants along the back of the largest of 
the mews.  

Another exciting gift to the Center is the artwork 
of Santa Rosa photographer Hughes “Pedro” 
Goodwin. Hughes is a longtime BRC member, 
dating back to when he entered a membership in 
memory of his son, Evan. Since that time he has 
traveled the world photographing wildlife and 
wild landscapes. Hughes has a special interest in 
the Center and spent many hours shooting out-
standing portraits of our resident raptors. He has 
generously offered to give 100% of the proceeds 
from the sale of this artwork to the Center. He has 
also given portraits of the raptors reproduced 
on a variety of materials such as metal, ceramic 
and glass tiles that are available to members and 
visitors in our Gift Shop. In addition to all of these 
gifts, Hughes has donated $5,000 to complete 
the weathering station that will be dedicated in 
memory of Evan.

Of course, we are also busy preparing for Baby 
Bird Season 2012. The Hospital has been repaired, 

rearranged and scrubbed. This year we have three 
returning Supervisors: Ashton Kluttz, Claire-Maire 
Krug and Zulema Zermeno. Fourteen volunteers 
“over-wintered” with us, and we are pleased to 
learn that many of last year’s Rehab volunteers 
have reported that they are planning to return. 
Their experience during the 2011 season is invalu-
able to us. Carla Scolieri, Volunteer Training Coor-
dinator, has organized her team of trainers, Leslie 
Hall, Kim McWilliams and Richard Kizu-Blair, in 
preparation for the new candidates entering the 
Rehab Program after the orientations. Lyn Dillin, 
Phone Team Coordinator, has organized her “team-
sters,” Wayne Thompson, Roberta Chan, Sharon 
Radovich and Dee Salomon, who took care of all 
of the shifts during the winter months. She also 
updated the Admission Desk manual in its entirety, 
and we now have a wonderful resource for new 
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Submissions are subject to editing.  Please email 
or call Gregor (707/433-3999) for submission and 
file formatting guidelines, deadlines, etc.
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In appreciation
Masthead	photo:	Arnold, the Turkey Vulture  
©2012	Richard	Migliore.	Used	with	permission.

The Bird Rescue Center is located at  
3430	Chanate	Road,	near	Sutter	Medical	Center	
in	Santa	Rosa.		Mailing	address:	PO	Box	475,	
Santa Rosa, CA 95402.

Phone   707/523-2473 [BIRD]     
Website   BirdRescueCenter.org

We are open 365 days a year. Normal business  
hours are 9am – 5pm every day from Septem-
ber	through	April,	and	8	am–	8	pm	from	May	
through August but can vary, so check our 
website or call for seasonal hours.  

Visitor Days are the first Saturday and third 
Sunday of each month from 1–4 pm, and are 
free and open to the public. 

The Bird Rescue Center is a nonprofit  
501(c)(3) organization. Donations are tax-
deductible to the extent allowed by law.  
(Tax ID No. 94-2378213)

Board of Directors
President	 Mary	Ellen	Rayner 
Vice President Kathleen Stewart 
Secretary Kit Daine  
Treasurer Helen Kochenderfer 
Directors Brad Benson 
 Greg Damron 
 Ron Hunt



Sonoma Country  
Day School  
is for the Birds!

In October 2011, second-grade 
teacher Nancy Trude, and Tina 
Poles, Director of the SCDS Envi-
ronmental Science & Sustainability 
Program, toured the Center with 
their students. They came to BRC as 
part of their school’s “Owl Project.”  
After the tour, they quickly hatched 
a plan. The second- and fifth-grade 
students set a goal to make 500 
nests and 500 liners for the 2012 
Baby Bird Season.  

The students were tasked with 
gathering donated supplies, and 

then the fun began! Workstations 
were set up, with a quality-control 
process along the way. Tina even 
found a creative way to incorporate 
math problems into this project.

The students have developed their 
own rating system for completed 
nests. An approved nest is referred 
to as “The Hilton” or “The White 
House,” while a nest needing more 
work is referred to as “In the Ditch.”  

The students describe their 
nest-making experiences as fun, 
awesome, exciting, epic, grateful and 
proud. These words all ring true 
when you witness their hard work 
and dedication. To date, 275 nests 
have been made. The Center will 
continue to provide any support 
necessary to help these wonderful 
“bird heroes”achieve their goal.  
Go, Sonoma Country Day School!   
We, and the birds, thank you!

Carla Scolieri  
Volunteer Training Coordinator

3

the wings: lots more secondaries than most birds, 
and even many large tertiaries; only the large soar-
ing birds have so much wing area. Finally, the TUVU 
has a low wing-loading capacity. This means that 
the bird has a relatively low body weight and large, 
broad wings, another quality it uses to conserve 
energy. It is this uneven wing-to-body ratio which 
causes the familiar wobbly appearance in flight.

The beautiful red head has already been noted. 
Let’s take a closer look at the rest of the bird’s head: 
what big nares (nostrils) it has! All the better to 
smell you with, were you a piece of carrion. Not 
many species of birds use their olfactory senses as 
a method of food hunting, so this is quite unusual. 
A vulture may be soaring high up in the sky, circling 
on thermals. Suppose that there is a deceased 
squirrel in a field or woodland. It smells good, to be 
sure, but where is it exactly? The TUVU’s eyes are as 
keen as its sense of smell, and help it to hone in on 
what it is smelling. Such a large-winged bird is ad-
ept flying through woods and is often seen flying 
low to the ground as it forages. The large beak acts 
like a surgeon’s scalpel as well, able to gently tear 
meat from bone or skin. 

Were there a large carcass, of a sea lion perhaps, 
then the vulture has more great equipment it uses 
to aid in its survival. The red head is so noticeable 

because it is bald, save for some fluff around the 
eyes and nape. A bald head is a good thing if you 
are eating carrion that has maggots or possible 
disease. The elongated head and protractible neck 
let the vulture dig deep into the cavities of large 
carcasses. A turkey vulture is immune to a great 
many bacteria that would do us harm, including 
deadly botulism spores. What a great cleanup job it 
performs for the planet! Thank you, TUVU.

I could go on and write much more, but will end it 
with an Arnold tidbit, which gives us a final insight 
into the life of a turkey vulture. As with all our resi-
dent raptors and education birds, we get them out 
of their mews (living quarters) to keep them happy. 
There have been many instances when Arnold has 
been out, either perched or on someone’s fist and, 
Voila! There are suddenly three or four wild turkey 
vultures circling above our compound. It seems 
these birds are quite social, and we don’t know how 
Arnold knows, but here are his neighbors coming 
for a visit. Perhaps not the dozen or more we might 
see circling above a tasty carcass, but social interac-
tion is certainly evident. 

Arnold’s presence at the Bird Rescue Center has 
been such a gift for us all. I never take a turkey 
vulture for granted. Thank you, Arnold. 

Michelle Lanting    

 

Turkey Vulture  continues from page 1

Phone Team trainees. We are confident that we are 
off to a good start for 2012 and what lies ahead.

Even with the donation of all the volunteer hours, 
building materials and bequests, this activity 
would not be possible without the support of our 
members. I urge you to check the expiration date 
of your membership on the mailing label portion 
of this newsletter and send in your renewal to 
stay current. If you haven’t visited the Center for a 
while, consider stopping in during one of our Visi-
tor Days (or Arnold’s Birthday Bash, April 22nd) to 
see our progress. Thank you from all of us for your 
continued support and interest in helping us fulfill 
our mission.

All my best,

Mary	Ellen	Rayner 
Executive Director and Board President

Hidden Splendor
Noted wildlife artist Colleen Caubin has created 
several pieces for us over the years, including the 
striking scratchboard portrait of Kiri (one of our 
resident peregrine falcons) that adorns the BRC 
t-shirt. In 2010 she created this beautiful pastel 
drawing of—you guessed it—Arnold the Turkey 
Vulture. Entitled Hidden Splendor for its depiction 
of the iridescent colors found in what most people 
think to be drab, black-brown feathers, this piece 
won	the	Best	of	Media	Award	in	the	2010	Sonoma	

County Fair. 

Colleen has 
generously of-
fered the framed 
original for sale, 
with half the 
sale price going 

to The Bird Rescue Center. The portrait will be on 
display at Arnold’s Birthday Bash, and those inter-
ested can leave their contact information at the 
Center. (This is not part of the day’s silent auction.)

Director’s Message  continues from page 2



White-Tailed Kite

In the raptor rehab community this is the  
very last bird you want to come into your facility. 
It is the most fragile and most challenging bird to 
successfully rehabilitate. They usually do not eat 
while in captivity. Its feathers are very prone to 
damage, and once that occurs, the odds for a suc-
cessful release are almost nil.

This bird had the amazing fortune of being 
rescued by someone who recognized its fragility 
and did everything right to get it into the Center in 
the best possible condition. The finder was Greg 
Spicer, a professor at San Francisco State special-
izing in evolutionary biology of insects and birds. 
To say this bird started its road to recovery on the 
right foot would be a major understatement. 

The bird was most likely hit by a car, and could 
not extend its right wing. It was taken to Dr. Dave 
Rupiper, who conducted a very thorough exami-
nation of the wing and could find no fractures or 
other issues. He suggested physical therapy which 
involved holding the bird and simply allowing it to 
flap its wings to work through the wrist strain he 
believed was causing the problem. 

Our biggest concern was preventing tail or wing 
feather damage while in the mew. I called a true 
expert in the field, Brett Stedman at UC Davis, who 
has almost 30 years of experience in raptor care. 
He gave me wonderful guidance and encourage-
ment on how to proceed. We fitted the kite with 
a tail sheath to protect the feathering. Then twice 

a day we carefully caught the 
bird and let it flap its wings to 
work through the wrist strain. 
We actually saw results within 
the first day of doing this, and 
the bird just got stronger each 
day. By the third day the bird 
was feeling much better and 
began vocalizing and letting us 
know who was boss. By Day 4 
it began eating on its own and 
maintaining its weight. The bird 
never lost weight and never 
damaged a single feather while 
in our care.

After ten days Andreas Christensen and I took 
the bird out to the area where it was rescued by 
Professor Spicer. We hiked out into the middle 
of a very large field, removed the hood and held 
the bird for awhile to let it get its bearings. I then 
placed the bird on the ground and stepped back. 
The bird stayed on the ground for several minutes, 
then fluttered up briefly and came back down. I 
was sure the wrist was still injured, but then, off it 
went, climbing steeply into the sky, then spiraling 
upward and stopping its climb to soar a bit. After 
about ten minutes it was gone from our sight, but 
never from our minds.

This release truly makes my Top Ten list.

Brad Marsh  
Raptor Rehabilitation and  
Release Coordinator

Incoming! 
A vulture arrives at 
the Admission Desk

One afternoon I got a call from a 
woman who had found a turkey 
vulture that had been hit as it was 
noshing on road kill. She was in 
West Petaluma and heading our 
way with the bird in her car. A half 
hour later the front door burst 
open and a tall woman strode in, 
holding the big black bird with its 
back to her chest, its legs held in 
one hand, its wings confined. And 
it was actively throwing up, as it 
had for most of the trip.

I jumped up from behind the Ad-
mission Desk and ran back to the 
Rehab Hospital to fetch our Super-
visor, Zooly, who brought a towel 
and wrestled the bird into the 
assessment room. Then the weary 
driver of the car came in. Luckily 
there were two of them in the car 
that day, as they hadn’t had any 
sort of carrier for the vulture. One 
drove as the other held the bird in 
her arms, as it spewed blood and 
vulture vomit all the way to BRC.

They then asked me for rags to 
clean up our floor, and their car. 
Unless you’ve experienced what 
TUVU barf smells like, there is no 
way to know how truly awful it is. 
I shamefully admit that I let them 
clean up as I used all the intestinal 
fortitude I had to keep from adding 
to the mess.

This is why working the Admission 
Desk is so awesome. The huge-
heartedness of the humans who 
interrupt their lives to save a 
creature — mauled, nearly dead, 
newly hatched, or half-drowned — 
amazes me. This is why I take the 
time to volunteer at Bird Rescue 
Center: to love the birds, and be 
blown away by the humanity of 
those who rescue them.

Lyn Dillin  
Phone Team Coordinator 

Rehabilitation and release:       three success stories 
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Rehabilitation and release:       three success stories 

Barn Owl Babies Reunited

These two little barn owls came in at two dif-
ferent times during the day. Their “box” was a very 
small enclosure just below a corrugated tin roof of 
a barn in Healdsburg. After a couple of hot days, 
they bailed out, right into a hammock placed there 
by the property owner for the purpose, and were 
not injured. The owner then made two trips down 
to the Center to deliver them into our care. 

After examining them, I contacted some amazing 
folks from The Hungry Owl Project, Marin County 
WildCare and Sonoma County Wildlife Rescue 
to ask their advice on how to best reunite these 
youngsters with their parents. They 
helped me acquire a new owl box and 
guided me through the processes of 
reunification.

The next day Justin Walters (from Bird 
Rescue) and I mounted the new home 
on the old barn. I returned later and 
put the little screamers into the box. 
The hope was that the parents would 
return and feed them that night. 

I returned the next morning to weigh 
them, and both had gained weight 
overnight. In addition, the parents had 
left two mice in the box in case they 
got hungry before nightfall.  Success!

A busy day in Rehab...

…but one of those days that makes all this 
work worthwhile. Tuesday is the weekly health 
check day for all the raptors in Rehab. Amy Mc-
Clintock and I do this every week with lots of help 
from the Tuesday Crew: Supervisor Zooly, Leslie 
Hall, Kim McWilliams, and our new intern, Melissa 
Myers. We then test-flew a beautiful red-shoul-
dered hawk, blinded in one eye from a car impact, 

and a barn owl, also hit by a car. Both these 
birds flew amazingly well and we have high 
hopes to release both of them soon. 

Amy and I then took a merlin (a small falcon 
species) out for release. This bird had come in 
about ten days before, after being hit by a car 
in Forestville. We drove out to the area and 
found a perfect spot on top of a hill overlook-
ing the Russian River, just north of where the 
bird had been injured. Amy removed the 
hood from the beautiful female and held it 
for a bit while it got its bearings. She then 
placed it on the ground and it just perched 
on her hand for about a minute before 
taking off in a very nice ascending flight of 
about 200 yards to the very top of a tree that 
overlooks the entire valley and river. We stuck 
around for about 30 minutes while she sur-

veyed the area and preened all her flight feathers 
and tail. She looked magnificent, and I am sure she 
will be successful and have a good migration north 
in the coming weeks.

  Babies come 
     in all shapes 
 and sizes

I found a bird.  
Now what?
First, give us a call! We’ll help you 
assess the situation and advise you 
on what to do next. In addition, 
there’s lots of info on our website. 
Check it out at: birdrescuecenter.
org/rescueinfo.htm 

(But no vultures.)
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Show your love of birds, your support for the Center, and help offset our printing and mailing costs by placing an ad in Flight.                        Contact	Gregor	Nelson	at	gregor@ndesign.com	for	rates,	ad	guidelines	and	more	in	Sept	2012.

Bird Brains 
with Michelle Lanting

In honor of Arnold’s birthday, this Bird 
Brains is devoted to turkey vultures.

 Turkey vultures are  
 known to defecate on  
their legs, which turns their red 
legs whitish. Why?

A To kill any parasites that might 
jump on their feet from carrion.

B To cool themselves off when the 
temperature gets warm.

C The white color helps to hide the 
bright red from would-be predators.

D All of the above

Education and Outreach  
programs heat up!

June 2  Wine Festival and Environmental  
Education Programs at Gundlach Bundschu 
Winery, Sonoma. 2:00 - 4:00

July 13, 20, 27  Landpaths Owl Camp, Santa Rosa. 
10:30 -11:30

July 25 -August 12  Sonoma County Fair, by the 
Fur & Feathers Barn. Every day, but hours vary. Call 
the Center for exact times. 

W e have already scheduled many 
private tours and/or student field 

trips at the Center in 2012. 

Our expanded field trips feature an intro-
duction to several raptors in our outdoor 
classroom, a tour of the compound 
where these amazing birds live, and time 
in our Education Room to view eggs, 
nests and feathers, and meet our sleek 
cedar waxwings in their aviary. Teachers 
and parents tell us this ranks as one of 
the best experiences for their students. 

We still have room to host private tours 
or field trips. If your school or organiza-
tion would like to schedule one, please 
leave a message at 707/523-2473.

See our Raptor Ambassadors at these  
upcoming events!
April 21  Sonoma County Regional Parks Earth 
Day Celebration, Environmental Discovery  
Center at Spring Lake. 11:00 -1:00

April 21  Earth Day Festival at the Solar Living 
Institute, Hopland. 11:30 -2:30

April 29  Wildflower Festival at Pepperwood  
Preserve, Santa Rosa. 11:00 - 3:00

Hours shown are when our birds will be present,  
not the duration of the event itself.

Answers  1. B Turkey vultures squirt waste on their 
legs in order to keep cool. This process, called urohydro-
sis, cools the birds down as it evaporates from their legs. 

2. B Turkey vultures feed on a variety of carrion, from 
small mammals to large grazers, preferring those 
recently dead, and avoiding carcasses that have reached 
the point of putrefaction. They may also feed on plant 
matter, shoreline vegetation, pumpkin and other crops, 
insects and other invertebrates.

3. A (Arnold weighs in at a svelte 3 lbs 6 oz most days.)

 Turkey vultures are  
 carrion eaters. They  
prefer meat that is:

A fresh. Fresh carrion has more  
nutritional value.

B from fresh to a few days old.

C approaching putrid, which smells 
the most and is easiest to locate from 
a distance.

D completely putrid. Their digestive 
tracts are so acidic that they kill any 
disease that carrion might carry.

 Turkey vultures are big 
  birds, with a wingspan of 
about 6 feet. One can weigh:

A 2-5 pounds

B 5-7 pounds

C 7- 9 pounds

2
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This TUVU-centric issue of Flight 
would hardly be complete without 
a poetic homage.

Vulture
I had walked since dawn and lay 
down to rest on a bare hillside

Above the ocean. I saw through  
half-shut eyelids a vulture wheeling 
high up in heaven,

And presently it passed again,  
but lower and nearer, its orbit  
narrowing,  
I understood then

That I was under inspection.  
I lay death-still and heard the  
flight-feathers

Whistle above me and make  
their circle and come nearer.

I could see the naked red head  
between the great wings

Bear downward staring. I said, “My 
dear bird, we are wasting time here.

These old bones will still work;  
they are not for you.” But how  
beautiful he looked, gliding down

On those great sails; how beautiful he 
looked, veering away in the sea-light

over the precipice. I tell you  
solemnly

That I was sorry to have  
disappointed him. 

To be eaten by that beak and  
become part of him, to share  
those wings and those eyes —

What a sublime end of one’s  
body, what an enskyment; what  
a life after death. 

Robinson Jeffers (1887-1962)

Show your love of birds, your support for the Center, and help offset our printing and mailing costs by placing an ad in Flight.                        Contact	Gregor	Nelson	at	gregor@ndesign.com	for	rates,	ad	guidelines	and	more	in	Sept	2012.

The Vulture and the Sun
A Sioux legend

A long time ago, before human beings were 
created, the sun got too close to the earth, 
and it was too hot. All the animals gathered 
around to decide what to do.

The Fox volunteered to put the sun back into 
place. He carried it a while in his mouth but had 
to drop it when it got too hot. To this day Fox has 
a black tongue as a reminder of that effort.

Next Opossum stepped forward. He pushed 
the sun with his nose until the fur on his face 
burned off, then wrapped the sun with his tail 
and pulled and pulled until it was too hot. To 
this day Opossum has a shorthaired face and a 
hairless tail.

Next to step forward was Vulture. Back then 
Vulture had a beautiful head of feathers. 
Vulture flew to the sun and placed his head 
against it. He flapped his great wings, and the 

continues on back cover
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Join us!
Membership
Application

Yes!  Sign me up today at the level I’ve selected below    please print legibly

This is a    	New	Membership								  Renewal         Please contact me regarding a bequest or memorial gift.

Name  

Address  

City    State   Zip 

Phone  

Email*  
*Supply your email to receive occassional email communication from The Bird Rescue Center.

  Junior (under 18)    $20

  Student (18+)    $20

  Senior (60+)    $20

 Individual  $35

  Family  $50

  Contributing  $75

  Sustaining  $100

  Sponsor  $500

  Benefactor  $1,000

With your Bird Rescue Center membership, you will receive our biannual newsletter Flight and a window decal, 
along with the knowledge that your tax-deductible contribution provides food and medicine necessary for the 
recovery, rehabilitation and release of wild native birds. 

MAIL TO:   The Bird Rescue Center
 PO Box 475 
 Santa Rosa, CA 95402

Enclosed is my check for   $    
payable to Bird Rescue Center

   You may thank me by name in the BRC newsletter and/or website.

   I prefer to remain anonymous.

   I would like to make an additional donation of $ 

Thank you for your interest and generosity!
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sun began to move back. He pushed and flapped, 
and finally Vulture took the sun back to a safe 
distance.

When Vulture returned to earth it was finally cool 
enough and all the animals were very happy. But 
alas, Vulture burned all the feathers off his head, 
and was bald as he is today.

When you look up and see a vulture, remember 
the job he does, and give Vulture a little wave, a 
hello and a thank you. Vulture will see you and tilt 
his wings.

Melissa	Myers	began	interning	with	us	in	
February. On her very first day, she was recruited to 
assist with the creance of a red-tailed hawk that was 
recovering in our Raptor Hospital. “I was lucky my first 
day to see the results of weeks of rehabilitation at The 

Bird Rescue Cen-
ter,” she says. “I 
knew from then 
that I was part 
of something 
special.”

The BRC mission 

The Bird Rescue Center  
has two primary missions:

•		To	rescue,	rehabilitate	and	
release orphaned, injured or 
ill native wild birds.

•		To	educate	the	public	
regarding the natural history 
and ecological importance 
of these birds.

BRC  
goodies!
We have a selection of BRC 
merchandise available at the 
Center on Visitor Days (see 
the sidebar on page 2 for 
days and times).

T-shirts (two designs), 
embroidered caps, sturdy 
zippered totebags and fun 
finger puppets are among 
our current offerings.

See photos at: birdrescue-
center.org/merch

The Bird Rescue Center is located at 3430 Chanate Rd, 
near	Sutter	Medical	Center	in	Santa	Rosa. 
Phone   707/523-2473 [BIRD]     
Website   birdrescuecenter.org

Baskets needed for  
re-nesting baby raptors

We are in need of sturdy wicker baskets. These  
baskets will be attached to trees as replacements  
for nests that have been destroyed by storms, high 
winds or trees being felled. Baskets the size and  
shape of a laundry basket are preferable.  You can  
just drop them by the Center during regular hours. 
Thank you!

Rehab hospital  
needs list
• Dawn dish soap
• Industrial grade  
 shop vac
• Kleenex (lotion-free)
• Toilet paper
• Zip-lock freezer bags  
 (gallon size)
• VIVA paper towels
• Regular paper towels
• Bleach (not Clorox Ultra, which contains lye)
• Non-latex exam gloves (small, medium  
 and large)
• Non-latex dishwashing gloves, medium  
 and large
• Newspaper (non-glossy)
• Coolers – new or gently used with lid,  
 approximately 30in x 18in or larger

Is your membership up for 
renewal? Renew now!

Vulture and the Sun  continues from page 7


